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In consideration of 
SENATE BILL 11 

RELATING TO POLYSTYRENE FOAM CONTAINERS 
 

Senate Bill 11 proposes to prohibit the sale of polystyrene foam containers and serving of 
prepared foods using polystyrene foam containers statewide.  It would also authorize the 
Department of Health to adopt rules to implement the prohibition and include within its 
administrative rules a requirement for food vendors to educate their customers about proper 
disposal of nonreusable food containers and litter reduction.  The Department of Land and 
Natural Resources (Department) appreciates the intent of this measure and offers the 
following comments. 
 
The Department recognizes the deleterious impacts of marine debris on wildlife and their 
habitats as a primary natural resource issue throughout the State.  Marine debris degrade land and 
ocean-based habitat through smothering and abrasion and impact a variety of wildlife (aquatic 
and terrestrial) through ingestion and entanglement.  Hawai‘i has the highest reported debris 
accumulations in the United States’ Pacific Ocean Coastlines.   
 
Although a large amount of marine debris arrives from the ocean, it is all of our responsibility to 
reduce the amount of debris entering and re-entering our ocean and beaches.  Senate Bill 11 
would help reduce the polystyrene debris load entering Hawaii’s shorelines and contribute to the 
improved health of our wildlife and their habitats.  
 
The Department however shares the Department of Health’s concerns regarding administration 
and enforcement of this initiative. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this measure. 
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Maui County is learning to live without polystyrene foam food service containers and 
other single-use plastic products with relative ease. All of the state of Hawaii can, too. 
We encourage the Hawaii State Senate to champion this legislation as leaders in 
environmental protection.  

Mahalo, 

Tamara Farnsworth  

County of Maui 

Environmental Protection & Sustainability Division  

 





http://www.oceanfriendlyrestaurantshawaii.org/
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TO:  
Committee on Agriculture and Environment 
Senator Mike Gabbard, Chair  
Senator Russell E. Ruderman, Vice Chair 
 
FROM: HAWAII FOOD INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION  
Lauren Zirbel, Executive Director 
 

 

 
RE: SB11 Relating to Polystyrene Foam Containers 

 
Position: Oppose 
 
The Hawaii Food Industry Association is comprised of two hundred member companies 
representing retailers, suppliers, producers, and distributors of food and beverage related 
products in the State of Hawaii.  
 
HFIA is in opposition to this measure, as it is  a mandate on businesses that will 
increase costs for consumers and provide no upside for the environment. Alternatives 
to polystyrene are often several times more expensive, do not break down in landfills, 
provide less energy when burned for fuel at HPOWER, and many have to be shipped 
from China to the mainland and then here, as opposed to polystyrene containe rs which 
are manufactured in Kalihi.  
 
There is also a safety concern from less sturdy non -polystyrene container. L eaks from 
these types of containers may burn customers, leaving retailers liable when they are 
unable to supply suitable containers. Consumer  demand and technology should 
determine product offerings.  
 
Protecting our natural environment is a goal we all share, but this bill will not address the root 
causes of things like marine debris and trash mismanagement. Most of the trash debris seen 
on beaches is the result of haphazard disposal of waste from all over the world and on the 
seas, which are brought here by currents. Many products do not biodegrade which is why 
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waste management is such an important issue. This measure mentions the importance of 
education and litter reduction but does not actually create any improvement in those areas and 
instead bans a single product. Bans may change the composition of litter but they donÕt 
address the underlying causes of poor waste management. A recent audit of polystyrene and 
bag bans by the City and County of Honolulu City Auditor determined that: 
ÒMinimizing litter to keep our natural environment safe from harm is an important community 
objective. To be successful, the city should pursue comprehensive methods rather than a 
simplistic ban on a single kind of litter/trash that is unlikely to effectively reduce the overall 
amount of litter and its harm to the environment.Ó 
 
The audit also noted: 
ÒAny attempt to regulate the food service industry will impact a wide segment of Honolulu 
residents, largely in the form of price increases passed on to customers. Some impacts to 
certain vulnerable classes of residents need to be closely examined to prevent unnecessary 
effects and harms.Ó 
 
If passed this measure would threaten hundreds of jobs in Kalihi where locally produced, 
favorably priced, FDA approved polystyrene food containers are made. Passing this measure 
will ban a safe, locally created product and mandate the use of a product that is manufactured 
in China under less stringent environmental regulations, and then must be shipped thousands 
of miles to the mainland and then thousands more from the mainland to Hawaii. The carbon 
footprint of transporting the non-polystyrene containers outweighs any potential benefit from 
using them.  
 
There are very real concerns associated with the manufacturing of some of the 
alternatives to polystyrene packaging.  A Smithsonian Magazine article (2006) wrote that 
biodegradable alternatives have considerable drawbacks that havenÕt been publicized É for 
example the cultivation of corn uses more nitrogen fertilizer, more herbicides and more 
insecticides than any other U.S. crop; those practices contribute to soil erosion and water 
pollution when nitrogen runoff enters streams and rivers. One must acknowledge the 
environmental trade-offs associated with the use of any packaging material and whether a 
mandate to use one particular type of container or product will have the desired result of 
reducing litter and/or marine debris.  
All foodservice products Ð regardless of the material from which they are made Ð require the 
use of various natural resources (i.e., energy, water). A 2006 Life Cycle Inventory study by 
Franklin and Associates showed that polystyrene, when compared to other food service 
containers, is very efficient in minimizing air emissions and energy used in the 
manufacturing process and in reducing the amount of waterborne waste generated 
during the manufacturing process.  
 
This bill makes the false  assumption that products that would replace polystyrene are 
somehow manufactured in a vacuum without the use of any raw materials, energy, or 
water, or fuel to deliver the product.  This is especially important considering many types of 
containers are produced in China where labor and quality, in addition to environmental 
standards, are known to be well below the labor, quality, and environmental standards 
practiced here on Oahu in the manufacturing facility that produces polystyrene containers for 
use in our local food businesses. 



 
Extensive studies from the FDA, Health Canada and Environment Canada concluded 
that polystyrene is "non -toxic"  and that styrene "does not constitute a danger to human life 
and health" and "does not constitute a danger to the environment on which human life 
depends." 
 
While polystyrene is a petroleum product, it is also a resource. Here on Oahu polystyrene is 
utilized by HPOWER to create electricity, and because of its high BTU it generates more 
power than other materials. It is also currently being recycled here in Kalihi on a small scale, 
and is becoming a major recyclable resource in schools on the Mainland. In fact, more that 57 
million pounds of packaging were recycled in 2004. Also, in accordance with EPA priorities, 
polystyrene manufactures have placed precedence on source reduction and reuse as well as 
recycling, locally here in Hawaii as well as nationally.  
 
In general, food retailers operate at a profit margin of around one percent and small 
businesses, grocers and non-profits have comparably low or non-existent profit margins. With 
HawaiiÕs high prices, they struggle everyday to survive. They use polystyrene products as a 
primary means of dispensing food because polystyrene is cost effec tive and sanitary 
and its sturdiness protects customers from spills and burns. In addition to being FDA 
approved, polystyrene containers  promote food safety and help to keep food fresh for 
longer periods of time by insulating and maintaining appropriate te mperature.  
 
While we understand the environmental concerns, there is currently no comparable, cost 
effective alternative available that provides the same level of durability, temperature 
regulation and overall efficacy as polystyrene .  
 
This bill also fai ls to make the necessary exemptions for products such as meat, fish, 
eggs, or dairy , which using  packaged on polystyrene for health and sanitation reasons. 
These products are packaged in polystyrene trays because this is the only material that meets 
the necessary criteria to keep our meat, poultry, fish, and dairy fresh and safe. An exemption 
for these products should be included in any discussion of regulating polystyrene.  
 
We believe it is unfair to require our local businesses to use packaging alternatives that cost 
two to three times more than polystyrene products. While the difference per container may not 
seem like a lot, retailers purchase these containers by the case and in that volume the 
increased cost is substantial. Even if businesses pass the entire cost of the new containers on 
to customers, which many donÕt want to do, they still only recoup the added expense one 
container at a time while they are out the cost of the cases they have on hand.  The only ways 
to offset this proposed prohibition are to increase prices or to take a substantial financial loss, 
which can contribute to layoffs or closures and leaving people without jobs. ItÕs also essential 
to keep in mind that what is being discussed is an increase in the price of food, which will 
negatively impact Hawaii families and individuals. 
 
Please remember that the proposed ban will not be a negligible cost against a large company; 
rather it will hurt non-profits, school cafeterias, grocers, restaurants, small mom and pop 
establishments, local manufacturing jobs, and local families- all struggling with high food and 
living costs. If the committee is determined to pass this ban it should have a more reasonable 



implementation period to give the industry and consumers more time to adjust and mitigate the 
negative impacts of this ban.  
 
For all these reasons this bill is not the right choice and for these reasons we ask that this 
measure be held.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  
 
 

!
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�R�Q���S�O�D�V�W�L�F���E�R�W�W�O�H�V�����X�W�H�Q�V�L�O�V�����S�R�O�\�V�W�\�U�H�Q�H���I�R�D�P���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�U�V�����V�W�U�D�Z�V�����S�O�D�V�W�L�F���E�D�J�V�����D�Q�G���V�L�Q�J�O�H�����X�V�H���S�O�D�V�W�L�F��
�E�H�Y�H�U�D�J�H���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�U�V����

�3�H�U�K�D�S�V���L�W���Z�D�V���W�K�H���S�K�R�W�R�V���R�I���D���K�R�Q�X���Z�L�W�K���D���S�O�D�V�W�L�F���V�W�U�D�Z���L�Q���L�W�V���Q�R�V�W�U�L�O�����W�K�H���S�L�F�W�X�U�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���*�U�H�D�W���3�D�F�L�I�L�F��
�*�D�U�E�D�J�H���3�D�W�F�K�����W�K�H���V�W�R�U�L�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���X�Q�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���S�L�O�H�V���R�I���S�O�D�V�W�L�F�V���W�K�D�W���Z�D�V�K���X�S���Q�R�W���M�X�V�W���R�Q���R�X�U���V�K�R�U�H�V���E�X�W���W�K�H��
�V�K�R�U�H�V���R�I���0�L�G�Z�D�\���D�Q�G���D�U�H���L�Q�J�H�V�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���V�H�D�E�L�U�G�V���W�K�D�W���Q�H�V�W���W�K�H�U�H�����R�U���W�K�H���P�L�F�U�R���S�O�D�V�W�L�F�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���P�D�N�L�Q�J��
�W�K�H�L�U���Z�D�\���L�Q�W�R���R�X�U���R�Z�Q���I�R�R�G���V�X�S�S�O�\����

�:�K�D�W�H�Y�H�U���W�K�H���F�R�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���W�K�L�V���S�U�R�E�O�H�P���I�U�R�Q�W���D�Q�G���F�H�Q�W�H�U���W�R���W�K�H���D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�R�V�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��
�Z�K�H�U�H�Z�L�W�K�D�O���W�R���G�R���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W���L�W�����W�K�H���/�H�D�J�X�H���L�V���J�U�D�W�L�I�L�H�G���W�K�D�W���+�D�Z�D�L�L���D�S�S�H�D�U�V���Q�R�Z���U�H�D�G�\���W�R���F�R�Q�I�U�R�Q�W��
�Z�K�D�W���L�V���D���P�R�Q�X�P�H�Q�W�D�O���S�U�R�E�O�H�P����

�7�K�H���F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���E�L�O�O�V���R�Y�H�U�O�D�S�V���Z�L�W�K���R�Q�H���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���D�Q�G���R�I�I�H�U���F�R�P�P�R�Q���R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V�����%�X�W���W�K�H�\���J�L�Y�H���W�K�H��
�O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�X�U�H���P�X�F�K���W�R���Z�R�U�N���Z�L�W�K���D�Q�G���F�U�D�I�W���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���Z�R�X�O�G���D�W���O�D�V�W���D�G�G�U�H�V�V���W�K�H���S�U�R�E�O�H�P���K�H�U�H���D�Q�G���L�Q���W�K�H��
�3�D�F�L�I�L�F�����:�H���U�H�D�O�L�]�H���W�K�H���S�U�R�E�O�H�P���L�V���Z�R�U�O�G�Z�L�G�H���E�X�W���J�H�W�W�L�Q�J���D���K�D�Q�G�O�H���R�Q���K�R�Z���W�R���G�H�D�O���Z�L�W�K���L�W���K�H�U�H���L�V���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J��
�Z�H���F�D�Q���D�O�O���V�X�S�S�R�U�W����

�1�R���G�R�X�E�W���W�K�H�U�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���R�S�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���I�R�R�G���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���S�D�U�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���H�F�R�Q�R�P�\�����D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���L�V���W�R���E�H��
�H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G�����E�X�W���L�Q�F�H�Q�W�L�Y�H�V���F�D�Q���E�H���H�P�S�O�R�\�H�G���W�R���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H���Z�K�D�W���Z�H���U�H�D�O�L�]�H���L�V���D���K�X�J�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���Z�D�\���R�I��
�G�R�L�Q�J���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V������

�7�K�H���E�R�W�W�R�P���O�L�Q�H���L�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�Y�H���R�I���Q�R�W���D�F�W�L�Q�J���L�V���X�Q�D�F�F�H�S�W�D�E�O�H����

����

�7�K�D�Q�N���\�R�X���I�R�U���W�K�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���W�R���V�X�E�P�L�W���W�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�\������
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Weds. Feb 6, 2019 - Hearing 
Senate Committee on Agriculture and Environment 
Senate Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce 
 
  SB 367, SB 522, SB 11   - Oppose 
 
Chair Gabbard, Chair Baker and members of the Committees: 
 
My name is Mark Ushijima and I am a partner in the Hibachi Kailua.  I am strongly against a ban on 
styrofoam containers in Hawaii. This will truly impact the small businesses in Hawaii. We already have 
high overhead costs (labor, electricity, taxes, fees, lease rent, etc...) that adding to our cost of goods would 
be very detrimental. 
 
I also have a small business with my friend in Washington State. Washington State did not impose a ban 
on styrofoam but they strongly discourage styrofoam. They understand the importance of small 
businesses in Washington. 
 
State legislators should review the Honolulu City Auditor’s Study (which I participated in) about Single 
Use Polystyrene Food Containers and Plastic Bags.  
http://www.honolulu.gov/rep/site/oca/oca_docs/PS_Ban_Study_Final_Report.pdf 
The City Auditor finds that the majority of litter observed was miscellaneous items, and food service 
items mainly of non-polystyrene material that would remain unaffected by a ban.  

Since there are no reusable alternative food containers, the ban will only change the material of the 
container, and that substitute container will become litter. Customers sometimes bring in personal 
reusable containers but many do not know that is against the law due to safety and hygiene reasons. 

Focusing on styrofoam and only one type of plastic, that is not a big part of the waste stream, doesn’t 
make sense. Someone should look at all the plastics from retail chips to juice pouches to frozen food 
bags—just walk through a grocery store. Some of these like potato chip bags are littered on streets, parks 
and beaches far more than foam food containers.  I don’t understand this. There are so many other plastic 
litter why go after a economical, useful product that’s not even a major part of the litter problem. 
 
Please do not pass this law. Not only will it affect the business owners but it will also affect the 
employees who work tirelessly for higher wages. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Mark Ushijima 
the Hibachi 
515 Kailua Road 
Kailua, HI    96734 
thehibachihawaii@gmail.com 

http://www.honolulu.gov/rep/site/oca/oca_docs/PS_Ban_Study_Final_Report.pdf
mailto:thehibachihawaii@gmail.com






http://www.stormwaterhawaii.com/swmp_wp/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Trash-Reduction-Plan_FINAL-10-18-16.pdf
http://www.stormwaterhawaii.com/swmp_wp/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Trash-Reduction-Plan_FINAL-10-18-16.pdf
https://www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/ca-pollution-in-waterways-IB.pdf


http://www.unep.org/pdf/ValuingPlastic/
http://energy.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/ghg-inventory-20081.pdf
https://www3.epa.gov/epawaste/conserve/tools/warm/pdfs/Plastics.pdf


https://www.niehs.nih.gov/health/topics/agents/styrene/index.cfm






Fleetwood's on Front St. 
Paia Coffee & Bar 
Kuau Store 
Down The Hatch 
Mama's Fish House 
Burger Shack 
Cheeseburger In Paradise Maui 
Cheeseburger Grille And Tap Room Wailea 
Ka'anapali Grille And Tap Room 
Cool Cat Cafe 
Mill House Maui 
Frida's Mexican Beach House 
Honu Seafood and Pizza 
Surfside Woodfire Pizza Kitchen 
Leilani's 
Kimo's 
Hula Grill Kaanapali 
Duke's Beach House 
Belle Surf Cafe 
Captain Jack's Island Grill 
Ka'ana Kitchen 
Avelune's 
Merriman's Fish House 
Gourmet Pizza and Burgers by Merriman's 

Big Island 

Kaua`i 

Big Island Brewhaus LLC 
Magics Beach Grill 
�%�U�H�Q�Q�H�F�N�H�¶�V���%�H�D�F�K���%�U�R�L�O�H�U 
Opakapaka Grill and Bar 
NOM Kauai 
Holo Holo Charters 
Midnight Bear Breads 
Paco's Tacos Cantina Poipu 
Little Fish Coffee 
Monkeypod Jam 





Waikiki Brewing Company 
Waikiki Brewing Company 
Kalapawai Cafe & Deli 
The Nook Neighborhood Bistro 
Ali �‹i Coffee Co. 
Kani Ka Pila Grille 
Coffee Shop 831 
What it Dough 
Peace Cafe 
Duke's Oahu 
Hula Grill 
Lulu's Waikiki 
Pioneer Saloon at Kakaako 
Banzai Sushi Bar 
Kona Brewing Company 
12th Ave Grill 
Wisp Hawaii 
Aged Artisans DBA Square Barrels 
Encore Saloon 
Leahi Health 
Hau Tree Lanai Restaurant 
Sunrise Shack Waikiki 
Merriman's Ward Village 
Hideout 
Horimasa Hawaii 
Bevy 
Highway Inn Kaka'ako 
Makana Ranch House 

 

 



 
Legislative Testimony 

 
SB11 

RELATING TO POLYSTYRENE FOAM CONTAINERS 
Senate Committee on Agriculture and Environment              

 
February 6, 2019                  1:45 p.m.                             Room 224        
 
 The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) Beneficiary Advocacy and Empowerment 
Committee will recommend that the Board of Trustees SUPPORT SB11, which  would ban 
the sale of polystyrene food containers and their use by food providers, and thereby 
reduce the impacts of polystyrene waste on our native wildlife, marine and coastal 
resources, and associated Native Hawaiian traditional and customary practices.                     
 
 Polystyrene has a well-established impact on native species of cultural significance, 
including endangered as well as subsistence resource species.  An ubiquitous and 
�G�R�P�L�Q�D�Q�W���I�H�D�W�X�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���D�Y�H�U�D�J�H���F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U�ª�V���I�R�R�G���D�Q�G���U�H�W�D�L�O���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�����J�O�R�E�D�O���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q��
of polystyrene exceeds 300 million tons annually; approximately 50 percent of that 
production is disposed indiscriminately into the environment, causing significant negative 
environmental impacts.  In Hawaiian waters, the ingestion of discarded plastic debris 
including polystyrene by native seabirds, such as m�‘�Él�Ç�É, as well as by endangered honu, is 
a well-documented phenomenon that may have highly injurious or even fatal 
consequences. Notably, such species hold special significance in Hawaiian culture and 
traditions: the cultural importance of seabirds includes their role in navigation, 
meteorology, craftwork, and in their spiritual symbolic significance; likewise, honu are 
also featured in numerous mo�‹olelo, hula, ki �‹i p�‘�Éhaku, and other art forms, and were 
traditionally raised and harvested for food, medicinal, and other purposes.  Polystyrene 
may also be ingested by other marine fauna, and its bioaccumulation through the food 
chain may adversely affect numerous other native and culturally significant marine 
species.  Therefore, reducing or eliminating the amount of disposable polystyrene 
containers used in �+�D�Z�D�L�©�L��may help to mitigate the impact of plastics on the native and 
endangered marine species in our islands�ª���Z�D�W�H�U�V.   
 

OHA further notes that polystyrene plastics may also threaten the perpetuation of 
Native Hawaiian cultural and subsistence practices.  The toxins contained in discarded 
polystyrene, including those found in polystyrene itself as well as toxins readily absorbed 
by polystyrene material, may bioaccumulate in the marine food chain, discouraging 
cultural and subsistence practitioners from the practice of gathering and consuming 
marine resources.  The presence of polystyrene fragments and other microplastics in our 
nearshore waters may also discourage the traditional gathering and consumption of 
pa�‹akai and other non-living resources.  In addition, the harm caused to endangered and 
native species may foreclose the future use of such species in Native Hawaiian traditional 



and customary practices, which depend upon the availability of healthy and abundant 
resources.  Finally, the presence of polystyrene and other plastics may compromise the 
cultural and spiritual integrity of the marine and coastal environment, upon which Native 
Hawaiian subsistence practices and ways of life are inextricably tied.1 Accordingly, 
reducing the use and inevitable disposal of polystyrene containers into our marine 
environment may also represent a small but important step towards the perpetuation of 
Native Hawaiian culture.  

  
Finally, while OHA understands and appreciates that economic concerns may be 

raised by some, OHA believes it may also be important to consider the economic benefits 
that would result from a ban on polystyrene foam containers.  For example, a ban on 
polystyrene food containers, and the resulting reduction of plastic waste on our beaches 
and in our coastal waters, will only enhance visitor experience and thereby economic 
activity in the islands.  The outward commitment by our government to prioritize and be 
�U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�Y�H���W�R���W�K�H���Q�H�H�G�V���R�I���+�D�Z�D�L�ª�L�ª�V���P�D�U�L�Q�H���H�F�R�O�R�J�\���Z�R�X�O�G���D�O�V�R���E�H���I�D�Y�R�U�D�E�O�H���Wo �+�D�Z�D�L�©�L�ª�V 
image as an attractive visitor destination.  A polystyrene container ban would further 
enhance the market for locally produced, environmentally friendly alternatives to 
polystyrene containers, injecting life into nascent sectors of our local economy and 
encouraging local, environmentally conscious entrepreneurship.  Finally, the reduction of 
�S�R�O�\�V�W�\�U�H�Q�H�ª�V���L�P�S�D�F�W�V���R�Q���R�X�U���P�D�U�L�Q�H���D�Q�G���F�R�D�V�W�D�O���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���R�Q���K�X�P�D�Q��
health, may result in significant avoided economic costs associated with such impacts.  
OHA therefore urges the Committee to consider the significant economic benefits of a 
polystyrene ban in any weighing of the marginal increased costs of polystyrene-alternative 
food containers. 

 
 Therefore, OHA urges the Committee to PASS SB11.  Mahalo nui for the 

opportunity to testify on this measure. 
 

                                                 
1��In Native Hawaiian understanding the spatial bounds of �‹�—ina and moana are viewed holistically and 
maintain powerful and epistemological connections to Hawaiian ancestry and resilience; in one salient 
example, h�ƒ�Éko�‹ako�‹a, coral reefs, are prayed for and spoken of in the kumulipo, the Hawaiian creation 
chant. 
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DATE:     5th February, 2019 

TO:	     Chair Gabbard and Members of the Committee on Agriculture and Environment 
 
FROM:    Dean Otsuki, President, Beach Environmental Awareness Campaign Hawai`i 

RE:          TESTIMONY IN STRONG SUPPORT OF SB11
                Relating to polystyrene foam containers 
                Committee hearing on Wednesday 6th February, 2019 at 1:45PM 

Aloha Chair Gabbard and Members of the Committee on Agriculture and Environment,

I am writing on behalf of Beach Environmental Awareness Campaign Hawai`i (B.E.A.C.H.) in 
strong support of SB11 which bans the use and sale of polystyrene foam food and drink  
containers.  B.E.A.C.H. strongly encourages the committee to pass this bill as is.

Polystyrene foam containers are very light, break into small pieces and can easily blow into the 
ocean where marine life can ingest them.  Plastic in the ocean accumulates persistent organic 
pollutants (POPs) such as DDT, DDE, PCB’s, and dioxins on the surface of the plastic up to a 
million times more than the surrounding sea water making the plastic very toxic. When marine 
life ingest plastic marine debris those POPs migrate to the fatty tissues of the animal. These POPs 
bioaccumulate up the food chain where the top of the food chain including humans get the most 
chemicals.  POPs are endocrine disruptors that can interfere with the endocrine (or hormone) 
system. Endocrine disruptors can cause cancerous tumors, birth defects, and other developmental 
disorders.

There are better, healthier alternatives to polystyrene food containers like compostable containers. 
Compostable containers are 100% plant based so if they do get into the marine environment they 
will not harm marine life. Another alternative to polystyrene foam containers is to bring your own 
reusable containers. 

Please protect marine life and the environment from polystyrene foam and accept this as written 
testimony in strong support of SB11.  

Sincerely,

Dean Otsuki.
President,
B.E.A.C.H.
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